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This newsletter is for  

members and prospective 

new members of Carter-

ton U3A. 

It is for you and about you. 

If you have any items of 

information you would 

like to have included, or 

any comments to make, 

please contact  

Martin McBride 845169 

or  

Jan Waller  849617 

CONTACT LIST 

Maxine Crossland 

212654 

Pam Howard    

844631 

Martin McBride 

845169   

NEWSLETTERS 

Members with access to 

the Internet can view 

the current and past 

newsletters on the U3A 

Website in colour.  For 

members without 

Internet access, black 

and white copies of the 

current newsletter will 

be available at monthly 

meetings as usual. 

 

   Cancellation of December Christmas Celebration Meeting 

It was very unfortunate that, after much planning and effort 
by the Social Committee, the December meeting due to take 
place in the form of a Christmas celebration with buffet and 
entertainment, had to be cancelled at the last minute.  Due 
to the extremely poor weather conditions, our entertainer felt 
unable to get to us, and it was also felt that many members 
would consider it unsafe to venture out. Efforts were made to 
contact everyone and, although it was a big disappointment, 
hopefully no-one was unduly inconvenienced by this unavoid-
able cancellation. 

MAGICAL 

TIMES AHEAD  

As 

Carterton U3A begins its second full year, our membership 

is steadily increasing, more new groups are starting, and 

weôre achieving high attendances at our monthly meetings.   

None of this would be possible without your support, and 

your Chair, Maxine Crossland, and the Committee hope 

you will continue to enjoy your involvement in U3A -  so-

cializing, learning new skills and making new friend-

ships -  and that you will feel free to discuss with us any 

ideas or suggestions you may have to help us further our 

aim of ñmagical times aheadò.   Our very best wishes to you 

all. 

 

Happy New Year to all our Members! 

 GROUP NEWS 

WALKING GROUPð Please note an amendment to the date 

of the May walk which will now take place on Tuesday 11th 

May 2010. 
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HISTORY GROUP - On December 7th a party of eight made a very enjoy-

able visit to the Corinium Museum, Cirencester. Connecting rooms dis-

played artifacts from Saxon to Victorian ages. Most of the displays were 

from the Roman times with items excavated in and around Cirencester, 

and included Roman mosaic floors, grave stones, jewellery, pottery and 

coins. Displays showed how Cirencester looked in Roman times and how 

the residents lived. We ended the tour with refreshments in the museum 

tearoom. A visit is highly recommended to the museum or just to the old 

town of Cirencester.                                                          Wendy Morgan 

Blenheim Palace Walk ï December 15th 2009 

Five members travelled to Woodstock for the start of this walk.  

The traffic was heavy and we had to make two diversions.  We  

met two more members in Woodstock car park and were soon 

wrapped up warm on this cold, damp day and set off through 

the back streets to a side entrance to the grounds.  We stayed on 

the road for the duration of the walk round the park.  It was interesting to see the park in the 

winter with very few people around apart from the walkers.  We saw a lot of wild life including 

sheep, deer, hundreds of pheasants, ducks and a heron.  After completing the circular walk we 

continued on to Woodstock Museum Café where we enjoyed a light lunch. 

It was good to welcome three new members to our group - Tom, Hazel and Barbara - who hope-

fully will walk with us again.  As usual there was plenty of banter and laughter, thanks to every-

one who took part.                                                                                        Pam Howard                                                                       

 

 



CHRISTMAS DINNERð19th DECEMBER 2009 

Our U3A Christmas Dinner catered for 80 mem-

bers and partners this year and a very happy and 

festive evening was enjoyed at the Carterton 

Community Centre.  Circular tables, each accom-

modating eight guests, filled the hall and looked 

extremely attractive with their white tablecloths 

and extremely pretty centerpieces adorned with 

Christmas foliage and candles.   Colourful crackers completed the picture and provided a lot of 

laughs, not to mention some rather bizarre headwear! 

The food was excellent and catered for a variety of tastes, and the very efficient service was much 

appreciated. 

On each table was a ñquiz-sheetò featuring partly-obscured photos of prominent personalities to be 

identified, and this provided much discussion (and some amicable differences of opinion!) be-

tween courses!    Maxine entertained us with 

a very amusing monologue and, after dinner, 

limericks were read out, written by guests after 

the first lines were provided to each table. 

The evening ended all too soon after thanks 

to the chef and the waiting staff.   Many 

thanks must go, too, to the Committee mem-

bers and other volunteers who arrived early in the afternoon to put up the tables, set them out and 

decorate them with the centerpieces which had been made by members of the Social Committee. 

All in all, a great success, and one which will hopefully be repeated in years to come. 

FORTHCOMING MEETINGS AT CARTERTON COMMUNITY CENTRE 

23rd February  Wing Cdr. A. Betteridge  RAF Brize Norton 

23rd March  Thames Valley Police  Automatic Number Plate Recognition)  
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