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 Programme for  main meetings at Carterton Community Centre on the 4th Tues-

day of each  month. 

May 26th :- Ronnie Payne. Memories of a Foreign War Correspondent 

June 23rd :- Irene Tyzak. Paintings of the Yellow Hat Tribe 

July 28th Olivia Gardner The Co-op and You 

August— no meeting planned but possible outing to Sudeley Castle, details to be confirmed 

OTHER INTERESTS 

MODEL RAILWAY CLUB 

  

1 

ORGANIC GARDENING 1 

ANTIQUES  1 

ART  2 

PLAY READING  4 

PAINTING  1 

FACTORY VISITS 1 

WRITING  1 

ENGLISH COUNTRY DANCE  1 

SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE 1 

SEQUENCE DANCE  1 

HOLIDAY CLUB  1 

COFFEE TOGETHER  1 

BEGINNER BRIDGE  3 

HISTORY  5 

TAI CHI 15 

TOTAL 174 

This newsletter is for  

members and prospective 

new members of Carter-

ton U3A. 

It is for you and about you. 

If you have any items of 

information you would 

like to have included, 

contact  

Martin McBride 845169 

or  

Jan Waller  849617 

CONTACT LIST 

Maxine Crossland 212654 

Pam Howard    844631 

Martin McBride 845169

NEWSLETTERS 

As our Website is now 

ñup and runningò, 

members with access to 

the Internet will be 

able to view future 

newsletters on the U3A 

Website in colour.  For 

those members without 

Internet access, black 

and white copies of the 

newsletter will be avail-

able at monthly meet-

ings as usual. 

ST. JOSEPHôS CHURCH 

in Carterton would like to 

hear from anyone inter-

ested in helping them with 

building and restoration 

work on the church in 

order to improve the envi-

ronment.   If you would 

like to help in this respect, 

please contact the Church 

direct. 

PROPOSED U3A WALKS ð  Walks to start at 10 am from Somerfield Car Park unless otherwise 
stated.  Please contact Pam on 01993-844631 if you intend to walk or if the weather is bad.   Walks may 
change subject to weather conditions.   All walks are approximately 5 to 6 miles. 

Date      Walk       Travel Donation  

Tuesday 16th June    *Cirencester  Parksð mostly flatð a few inclines   £3 

Wednesday 22 July    *Bourton-on-the-Water/Slaughtersðundulating   £2 

We will stop to eat our packed lunchï please feel free to take a snack and a drink. 

 

MAGICAL 

TIMES AHEAD  

OUR FIRST ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING ï 28th April 

Our April meeting was attended by a record 86 people and opened with our first 

AGM.  Dee Bulley introduced the members of the Steering Committee and ex-

plained that as no new members had been nominated, and the present twelve were 

standing again, voting for the first Committee would be on a block basis.   This 

nomination was proposed and seconded and members present carried the vote on 

a show of hands.   Ken Gillians, Treasurer, gave his report on the budget, which 

had been circulated to all members present and this, too, was accepted on a show 

of hands.   Pam Howard, Groups Co-ordinator, outlined the groups currently on 

offer and asked anyone wishing to start a new group to contact her for help and 

guidance.   A copy of the Constitution had been widely circulated and made avail-

able on-line.   Dee Bulleyôs proposal to accept it was carried on a show of hands, 

which concluded the AGM. 

CARTERTON U3A WEBSITE 

Thanks to the hard work of Martin McBride and the Computer Special Interest 

Group, our Website is now online at:   http://www.Carterton-u3a.org.uk    The 

site gives general information, a list of Committee Members, current news and 

group information, a copy of our Constitution and the latest newsletter.   If you 

have any comments on the site or suggestions for improvements, please e-mail 

Martin McBride on martin-u3a@virgin.net  
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    GROUPSð ***Note new Gentle Exercise Group 

GROUP   DAY  WHERE   TIME  CONTACT  PHONE 

DRAWING/PAINTING 4th Wednesday 14 Humphries Close 2-4 pm  Jenny Maxwell  212395 

BEGINNER BRIDGE   Various  Brize Norton  2.30-4.30 pm Benita Wallace  841479 

BOOK READING  As and when      Liz Scivier  841950 

COMPUTING  Monday  CC College  3pm  Martin McBride  845169 

CARD MAKING  Monthly  25 Berryfield Way  variable  Maureen Simpson 837078 

PATCHWORK  2nd Wednesday Room in CC Centre 10am-3 pm Edna Kaye  842862 

GENERAL CRAFT 19th March 12b Burford Road  1-4 pm   Margaret Morris  840164 

GARDENING  Thursday Various   2pm  Sylvia Colley  845071 

GENEALOGY  1st Tuesday CC College Library 2-4 pm  Pat Ward/Jenny McBride 843832 

HISTORY  2nd  Monday various   2 pm  Wendy Morgan  842663 

GO ACTIVE!***   Friday   Carterton Leisure Centre  9-10 am  Leisure Centre   861564 

LUNCHEON CLUB 3rd Wednesday Various     Alison Chamberlain 822921 

SCRABBLE  2nd Tuesday Beehive   2pm  Pat Ward  843832 

SINGING  last  Thursday 53 Swinbrook Road 2pm  Dee Bulley  842427 

STEAM TRAINS  Various       Brian Crossland  212654 

THEATRE TRIPS & VISITS  Various   Every 2 months Pam Howard  844631 

WALKING  Various  Monthly     Pam Howard  844631 

WILDLIFE  Various       Roy Jackson  841670 

 GROUP NEWS 
EXERCISE GROUP - GO ACTIVE! The new gentle circuit-based exercise group is ideal for those new to exercise or returning to it after a while.   
Nine members attended on 24th April and all agreed it was a great class.   The first four sessions are free and then the cost is £3.25 per session.  For 
further information, contact 861564, or to book a session, call 861981 

HISTORY GROUP  -  The first full meeting of the History Group was  held in the Mayorôs Parlour in the Town Hall. In her role as Town Mayor, 
Maxine Crossland, had arranged for much of the archive material about Carterton to be made available to the group. An introduction was given and 
an explanation of how far the sorting and recording of the archives had progressed in the past. We were also reminded that it  is a growing resource 
with relevant documents being added all the time. 

When the group were let loose the material generated a lively discussion. During this  many memories were stirred, leading to stories from the past 
being shared with one another. One member recalled taking a school party on a visit to the airbase when it was still under American control. He re-
lated how the party were led to a lift, which took them to view an underground bunker where world movements of tactical weapons were monitored in 
readiness for a possible nuclear strike being launched. It would have been from here that any necessary retaliation would have been launched after 
authorisation over the red telephone connecting them to America via the óhot lineô. 

There was so much material that a small sub-group volunteered to sort, collate and catalogue the available material. When completed, this will enable 
future researchers to be able to access and use the material in a much more efficient manner. 

The group also put more detail into the focus for future meetings and it is hoped that other members will want to join the group. The only require-
ment for being a member is an interest in the past. Nobody is expected to speak on a topic or to lead a session unless they wish to do so. Remember, 
the past is fascinating and full of surprises.  Do come and join us when we.will be visiting Brize Norton Church on June 8th. 

CARD MAKING GROUP - The members would be pleased to take special orders for personalised cards, either at their regular table at the monthly 
meetings or by contacting Maureen Simpson, 837078 

LUNCH CLUB  -  On June 17th, the Lunch Club will be visiting The Windmill at Aston.   The cost of Carvery and dessert is £9.50, payable on book-
ing.   For an extra cost, there will be an opportunity afterwards to visit Eyford Gardens and Rockcliffe Garden Centre at Lowell Sewell, and Upper 
Slaughter.  Further details from Alison Chamberlain, 822921. 

STEAM TRAINS -  Future trips being considered are -June 27th/28th: Tysley Steam Museum Open Day, Birmingham;   September 12th/13th, Mid-
Hants Gala at Alton;  September 26th/27th, Severn Valley Railway Gala at Kidderminster;  October 3rd/4th, West Somerset Gala at Taunton.   If 
interested in any of these visits, please contact Brian Crossland, 212654 
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PROPOSED OUTINGS (All prices dependant on a full coach) Please note that these are not officially U3A outings 

and therefore not covered by U3A insurance. 

Saturday 20th Juneð Hatfield House and Gardens, £20 to be paid by 26th May (The Rose Weekend and Summer Garden 

Show) 

Monday August 3rdðCompton Gardens, Poole and/or Poole Harbour Cruise, or time spent in Poole.   £20 with cruise, 

Without cruise, Adult £16, Senior £15.50 

Sunday September 6thðDorset County Show, Adult £18, Seniors £16.50 

October, date to be arranged, Visit to Royal Opera House, London, and then to see Phantom of the Opera.  £35 for tour 

and show, approximately £10 for coach on the day. 

Saturday November 28th, Winchester and the Christmas Market, £12.00 

GREAT COXWELL/COLESHILL CIRCULAR WALK on 21st APRIL 2009 

On a lovely sunny and warm morning 10 walkers set out from Carterton to The Tithe Barn at Great Coxwell for the 

start of our walk,  the first part of which was fairly flat and easy walking terrain.  Eventually we came to a wood where we 

encountered one very looooooong and steep hill which we all climbed admirably.  A few hundred yards through the 

wood we came upon a carpet of bluebells.  Here we stopped to take photos, admire the flowers and have a snack and 

drink.   

Continuing our walk we came across a dog training obstacle course and spent a short while watching the dogs being put 

through their paces. 

We were now on the top of a hill where we had a truly wonderful 360o panoramic view. Suddenly one member burst 

into song, singing ñThe hills are alive with U3A walkersò!  Down the hill we strode into a small copse which was a little 

boggy and here another member decided 

to take a mud bath! Others thought they 

were at sea and walked the plank out of 

the bog. 

By now we were back on solid ground 

and could see our cars waiting for us.  

After taking a few more photos we all 

went to Coleshill for coffee in their 

quaint village shop/café.   

Thank you to all that came on the walk 

for your companionship and fun. 

 

Pam Howard 
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THAMES VALLEY & CHILTERN AIR AMBULANCE TRUST 

At our April meeting, we learned a lot about the Thames Valley & Chiltern Air Ambulance Trust (TVCAAT) 

from David Griffiths.   During his RAF career, David was on the parachute Display Team, The Falcons.   In the 

late 80ôs, they were  due to land on the beach at Scarborough but during Davidôs jump his parachute malfunc-

tioned and he landed instead in Scarborough Bay.   His life jacket didnôt work and he was swallowing a lot of wa-

ter when he was eventually picked up by the RNLI inshore lifeboat.  As he was none too well, the RAF helicopter 

was radioed and took him to Scarborough Hospital for emergency treatment before he was returned to his Team.  

David never forgot how much he owed to that helicopter. 

TVCAAT was founded in 1999, celebrating its 10th anniversary this July.  At the date of our last meeting, it had 

operated 10,946 times, so performs a very vital role in the community.  Last year the helicopter base moved from 

Berkshire to Benson in Oxfordshire, where it is now stationed no more than twelve minutes away from any point 

in the area it serves ï Berkshire, Buckinghamshire and Oxfordshire - resulting in an increase in its use. 

An air ambulance is necessary in this part of the country because it can easily reach places which are inaccessible 

to an ordinary ambulance.   In the area we have a large Trauma Unit at the John Radcliffe Hospital, and other 

large hospitals at Banbury, Milton Keynes, Slough and Stoke Mandeville.  57% of incidents are road accidents 

and 40% are equestrian.  The time in which an ambulance can most effectively get from a major accident to a 

hospital is called ñthe golden hourò ï the air ambulance is well able to achieve that, thus greatly improving the 

likelihood that injured parties will survive.   The pilot decides which hospital to access and the paramedics on 

board are trained to keep the patient alive and breathing while they reach it. 

Last year, the helicopter was upgraded to a Eurocopter EC 135.   As well as the pilot and paramedics, it carries 

two additional people involved with the casualty and can also accommodate a relative if required.  It flies at 150 

mph and all major hospitals in the area, apart from The Horton, have a helipad.  This makes the service ex-

tremely efficient, fast and well-resourced.  The helicopter can land in relatively small areas, such as school play-

grounds and sports-fields and, last year, landed on a small roundabout in the centre of Witney to airlift an in-

jured building-site worker to hospital. 

It costs £2 million a year to keep the helicopter operational ï the Trust relies totally on voluntary donations as it 

receives no government funding.   Further information can be found on the Trustôs website: www.tvacaa.org. 


