
 

U3A stands for the University 

of the Third Age, which is a 

self-help organisation for 

people no longer in full time 

e mp lo y me nt  p r o v id i n g 

educational, creative and 

leisure opportunities in a friendly environment.   

 

It consists of local U3As all over the UK, which 

are charities in their own right and are run 

entirely by volunteers.  Local U3As are learning 

cooperatives which draw upon the knowledge, 

experience and skills of their own members to 

organise and provide interest groups in 

accordance with the wishes of the 

membership.    

 

The teachers learn and the learners teach. 

Between them U3As offer the chance to study 

over 300 different subjects in such fields as art, 

languages, music, history, life sciences, 

philosophy, computing, crafts, photography and 

walking.   

 

A typical U3A has about 250 members but 

could be as small as 12 and as large as 2000.  

The U3A approach to learning is – learning for 

pleasure.  There is no accreditation or validation 

and there are no assessments or qualifications to 

be gained.  

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION Contact 

ROSEMARY DAY 01993 841026 

National Overview.  
 

The Universities of the Third Age (U3As) in the 

United Kingdom are autonomous, self-help or-

ganisations run by the voluntary efforts of their 

members.  All U3As are members of the Third 

Age Trust (a Registered Charity) which is their 

national support and advisory body.  The word 

“university” is used in its original sense of peo-

ple coming together to share and pursue learning 

in all its forms.  U3As have the following aims 

and guiding principles:-  

 

Aims.  
 

1. To encourage and enable older people no 

longer in full-time paid employment to help each 

other to share their knowledge, skills, interests 

and experience. 

2. To demonstrate the benefits and enjoyment 

to be gained and the new horizons to be discov-

ered in learning throughout life. 

3. To celebrate the capabilities and potential of 

older people and their value to society. 

4. To make U3As accessible to all older people. 
 

To encourage the establishment of U3As in 

every part of the country where conditions are 

suitable and to support and collaborate with 

them. 

Principles of U3A  
  

1. The University shall consist of a body of persons who un-

dertake to learn and to help others learn.  Those who teach shall 

also learn and those who learn shall also teach. 

2. Joining the university shall be a question of personal 

choice.  No qualifications shall be required, and no judgement 

made by the university between applicants. 

3. Everyone joining the university shall pay for its upkeep and 

for instruction received.  These payments shall be the sustaining 

revenue of the institution apart from the gifts by foundations.  No 

support from the funds of local or central government shall be 

expected or sought. 

4. No salary, fee or financial reward shall be paid to any mem-

ber of the university for teaching other members, counselling 

them, or helping them in any way. 

5. All members of the university shall be expected to offer 

voluntary service to it and to its activities in relation to society at 
large, especially to the elderly. 

6. Members shall be prepared to help to organise assistance in 

the way of voluntary man- power for educational and cultural 

and other institutions which may be able to use such manpower, 

and which under present conditions are prevented from fulfilling 

their functions as they would like.  Examples are art galleries, 
museums and libraries. 

7. The undertaking of all members to teach as well as to learn 

may be fulfilled in the following ways other than instruc-

tions:  Counselling other members, taking the university’s offer-

ings into the homes of the housebound, the bedridden, those in 

retirement institutions or in hospitals.  Helping the effort to pro-
vide intellectual stimulus for the mass of the elderly in Brit-

ain.  Taking part in any other offer of manpower made by the 

university and educational or cultural institutions which stand in 

need of it. 

8. The university itself shall not engage in the activity of judg-

ing between its members.  There shall be no examination system, 
neither degrees, diplomas or certificates shall be awarded.  Nev-

ertheless classes within the university engaged in any particu-

lar  intellectual or other exercise may decide on ways of re-

cording an individual’s success in the exercise in question. 
The curriculum of the university shall be as wide as resources 

permit, ranging from mathematics and the natural sciences, by 

way of philosophy, literature and history, to aesthetic, practical 

and physical training.  Nevertheless the preference of members  
 

 

 

 



Overview.  
 

Carterton U3A was conceived in 
2008 when a small Steering com-
mittee was formed under the Act-
ing Chairmanship of Maxine Cross-
land who was Town Mayor at the 
time. 
 
A very well supported and success-
ful first meeting was held at the 
Town Hall in September 2008. 
Ideas for the Special Interest 
groups were put forward and the 
òball was rollingó 
 
This new organisation gives people 
of Carterton Town and surround-
ing areas the chance to meet in 
friendly groups to pursue a variety 
of activities, some that they were 
already familiar with and other 
completely different areas to ex-
plore. 
 
By March 2009 we had over 100 
paid up members. 

Meetings Programme 

 

Our first meetings were held at the 

Town Hall and then Carterton Col-

lege before moving to our permanent 

venue at the New Community Cen-

tre, Shilton Park . 

Our monthly meeting is held in the 

main hall at the centre on the 4th 

Tuesday of the month at 2:00pm 

An interesting and informative talk or 

presentation is arranged for each 

main meeting covering a variety of 

topics. Updates are given on the pro-

gress of the various special interest 

groups . 

Refreshments are also available when 

we have the opportunity 

to socialize and perhaps 

make new friends  
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A number of special interest groups 
have been set up, see list below:-   
 

Computers 
Genealogy 
Walking 
Scrabble 
Bridge 
Theatre Trips 
Luncheon Club 
Crafts 
Wildlife 
Book Reading 
Gardening 
Steam Trains 
Art 

 

Other groups can be set up by members 
who have special interests they may 
wish to pursue. 
Some of these groups meet in members 
homes while others meet in the Carter-
ton Community College which kindly 
makes its computer and library facilities 
available to us. 
Other groups meet at various locations 
around Carterton. 
 
If you want further information about 
U3A or any of these special interest 
groups, please contact one of the mem-
bers below who will be pleased to help 

SPECIAL INTEREST GROUPS MEETINGS 


