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Future Programme for the main meetings at Shilton Park, New Community Venue, 

on the 4th Tuesday of the month.  

April 28th :- David Griffiths. Thames Valley Air Ambulance  

May 26th :- Ronnie Payne. Memories of a Foreign War Correspondent 

June 23rd :- Irene Tyzak. Paintings of the Yellow Hat Tribe 

July 28th Olivia Gardner The Co-op and You 

This newsletter is for  

members and prospective 

new members of Carter-

ton U3A. 

It is for you and about you. 

If you have any items of 

information you would 

like to have included, 

contact  

Martin McBride 845169 

or  

Jan Waller  849617 

CONTACT LIST 

Maxine Crossland 212654 

Pam Howard    844631 

Martin McBride 845169

OUR 100TH CARTERTON U3A MEMBER 

When Mr. Peter Tak decided to take a 

look at the new Carterton Community 

Centre, he arrived during the U3A Febru-

ary meeting.  He knew nothing about the 

organization but we must have made a 

good impression as he subsequently 

joined, becoming our 100th member!  To 

celebrate this milestone, Peter was pre-

sented with a token gift by Maxine Cross-

land at our March meeting, and welcomed 

by all members present. Maxine Crossland and Peter Tak 

CHARITY DONATIONS 

When a charity is the 

subject of our monthly 

talk, a donation is made 

by the U3A.   However, 

a number of members 

have said they would 

like an opportunity to 

donate individually as 

well so a box for this 

purpose will be avail-

able when appropriate 

on the Treasurerôs table 

at the meeting. 

ñMINDFITò ï Please 

could anyone with any 

knowledge of this com-

puter program have a 

word with Martin 

McBride, Mike Moore 

or Charlie Pelling who 

wish to know whether it 

is worth buying for 

U3A. 

PROPOSED U3A WALKS ð  Walks to start at 10 am from Somerfield Car Park unless otherwise stated.  
Please contact Pam on 01993-844631 if you intend to walk or if the weather is bad.   Walks may change sub-
ject to weather conditions.   All walks are approximately 5 to 6 miles. 

Date      Walk       Travel Donation  

Tuesday 19th May    ** Burford/Capps Lodge (coffee/lunch Burford) - undulating £1 

Tuesday 16th June    *Cirencester  Parksð mostly flatð a few inclines   £3 

Wednesday 22 July    *Bourton-on-the-Water/Slaughtersðundulating   £2 

We will stop to eat our packed lunch.  ** Your choice if you would like coffee/lunch.  On other walks, please 
feel free to take a snack and a drink. 

PROPOSED OUTINGS AND VISITSð Please note that these are not officially U3A outings and are therefore not 
covered by U3A insurance.   All prices are dependent on a full coach.  Please see Pam Howard, 844631 

Saturday 20th June, Hatfield House and Gardens, cost £20 to be paid by 26th MayðThe Rose Weekend and 
Summer Garden Show 

Monday 3rd August, Compton Gardens, Poole and/or Poole Harbour Cruise, or time spent in Poole.  £20 
with cruise.   Without cruise, adult £16, Senior £15.50 

Sunday 6th September  -  Dorset County Showð£16.50 Seniors, £18 Adults 

October tbað Visit to Royal Opera House London, and then see Phantom of the Opera, £35 for tour and 
show, approximately £10 for coach on the day. 

Saturday 28th NovemberðWinchester and the Christmas Market, £12. 

MAGICAL 

TIMES AHEAD  
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    GROUPS -  (Note new History Group) 

GROUP   DAY  WHERE   TIME  CONTACT  PHONE 

DRAWING/PAINTING 4th Wednesday 14 Humphries Close 2-4 pm  Jenny Maxwell  212395 

BEGINNER BRIDGE   Thursday Brize Norton  1.30-3.30 pm Benita Wallace  841479 

BOOK READING  As and when Liz Scivier       841950 

COMPUTING  Monday  CC College  3pm  Martin McBride  845169 

CARD MAKING  Monthly  25 Berryfield Way  variable  Maureen Simpson 837078 

PATCHWORK  2nd Wednesday Room in CC Centre 10am-3 pm Edna Kaye  842862 

GENERAL CRAFT 19th March 12b Burford Road  1-4 pm   Margaret Morris  840164 

GARDENING  Thursday Various   2pm  Sylvia Colley  845071 

GENEALOGY  1st Tuesday CC College Library 2-4 pm  Pat Ward/Jenny McBride 843832 

HISTORY***  2nd  Monday  various    2 pm  Wendy Morgan   842663 

LUNCHEON CLUB 3rd Wednesday Various     Alison Chamberlain 822921 

SCRABBLE  2nd Tuesday Beehive   2pm  Pat Ward  843832 

SINGING  last  Thursday 53 Swinbrook Road 2pm  Dee Bulley  842427 

STEAM TRAINS  Various       Crossland  212654 

THEATRE TRIPS & VISITS  Various   Every 2 months Pam Howard  844631 

WALKING  Various  Monthly   Pam Howard    844631 

WILDLIFE  Various       Roy Jackson  841670 

*** NEW GROUP!! 

GROUP NEWS 

BRIDGE  -  More Bridge players would be welcome.   Please contact Benita Wallace, 841479 

EXERCISE GROUP -  Debbie Cameron from Carterton Leisure Centre is hoping to set up a  U3A  gentle ex-

ercise group and two possible venues are being considered.   If interested, please contact Debbie or Pam 

Howard. 

HISTORY GROUP  -  A History Group has had its first meeting with seven  people present.  It will meet every 

second Monday at 2pm in various venues.   Interest will be history in all forms in Carterton and surrounding 

villages, eventually taking in West Oxfordshire areas.  Contact person is Wendy Morgan 01993 842663  

CRAFT GROUP  -  The last meeting was very enjoyable and there is possibly room for one more person -  
Margaret Morris 

GARDENING GROUP  -  In February, a small but enthusiastic group of us set off in rain to visit 2 snowdrop 
gardens in Gloucestershire. By the time we reached our destination, the rain had stopped and we were able to 
enjoy our stroll through a private garden beautifully situated in the Cotswold hills.  The garden had happily 
bounced back after the heavy snow of the last couple of weeks and was filled with snowdrops and other win-
ter plantings. We then drove the short distance to Painswick to visit the Rococo gardens. The car park was full 
of cars when we arrived there, but once we were in the garden, it didnôt matter as the gardens are quite exten-
sive, and we were able to enjoy the masses of snowdrops everywhere we looked. We were also able to ad-
mire the well pruned and trained fruit trees surrounding the kitchen garden. By this time the sun was shining 

and we were able to imagine that spring was truly just around the corner.  -  Alison Chamberlain 



 

STEAM  TRAIN GROUP VISIT TO BARROW HILL 

On Saturday April 4th six members of the 
Steam Group visited the Barrow Hill 
roundhouse near Chesterfield.   A long 
day, but an enjoyable one seeing so many 
of the few LNER locos that escaped the 
acetylene cutting torch in the 1960s. The 
first opportunity for most of us to see the 
brand new £3 million loco, Tornado, re-
cently named by HRH The Prince of 
Wales, and the famous Blue Peter, both 
resplendent in newly applied apple green 
paintwork.   Oh yes - the burgers and 
Bakewell tarts were good too!                                    
Brian Crossland 

 

On a glorious spring Sunday, 

nine  members enjoyed a lovely 

day at RHS Wisley.  The spring 

flowers and blossom were 

amazing.   

It would certainly be worth an-

other visit at a different time of 

the year. 

Pam Howard 

VISIT TO RHS WISLEY 
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 MORE GROUP NEWS é.. 
 

THE BOOK GROUP  spent a very pleasant afternoon on Thursday 9th April discussing the book they had just read, 
amongst other things.  In May they are reading The Palace of Strange Girls by Sallie Day which was Sainsbury's Book 

Club book of the month for February.  Their next meeting will be on Wednesday 13th May at 2.30pm  -   Liz Scivier 

 

GARDENING GROUP  For the next meeting, Sylvia Colley is trying to organize a trip on Wednesday 6th May to Cerney 
House Gardens.   Although this is fairly soon after the Groupôs April meeting, Sylvia would like people to be able to see 
their lovely tulips, which were on the cover of ñThe Gardenò RHS magazine for April, before they are finished for the sea-

son ï maybe with a pub lunch! 



DOGS FOR THE DISABLED 

M aureen Dawes gave the March meeting a very 

informative and moving talk about Dogs for the 

Disabled, set up in 1988 by Frances Hay who suffered 

bone cancer but met many physical challenges due to 

the support and companionship of her own dog.  

Sadly, Frances died in 1991 but the charity now works 

from premises in Banbury, purpose-built in her mem-

ory. 

Disability can result in loss of confidence, isolation and 

low self-worth ï just some of the issues the charity tries 

to address by training dogs to help disabled adults and 

children with practical tasks which many of us take for 

granted.  Maureen is currently socialising labrador 

puppy Chloe, who joined her family at eight weeks old.   

When Chloe arrived, she was full of energy,  busily in-

vestigating everything with no sign of nervousness, shy-

ness or fear ï all traits required of a successful trainee! 

The charity trains 30-35 puppies a year.   They first 

learn to sit, stay and walk on a slack lead slightly in 

front of their socialiser, visiting environments such as 

shops and cafes.   At twelve weeks, they begin formal 

training at Banbury, learning tasks such as opening 

doors, pressing zebra crossing buttons, fetching the 

post and telephone and taking washing out of the ma-

chine.  After three months at the Centre, they spend 

time with  the instructors who assess their suitability 

for the various clients and whether they should partner 

adults or children.  To date, the 

charity has trained 400 partner-

ships and currently has 200 dogs 

working with their clients.   Part-

nership training takes place on a 

two-week residential course at the 

Centre.   Aftercare continues and 

the instructor initially visits 2/3 

times a week, reducing to twice a 

year. 

In 2004, the charity started to train dogs to help spe-

cifically with children and there are now 33 with assis-

tance dogs.   Each dog is 

trained for a particular rela-

tionship and becomes part 

of a team of three with the 

child and a parent.   Dogs 

can switch on lights for dis-

abled children, help them 

undress, pick up things and 

perform other tasks which 

can be particularly frustrat-

ing for them.   With their 

dogs, the children become 

much less introverted, feel 

less isolated and lonely and 

quickly gain confidence. A scheme for autistic children 

is currently being piloted.   The dogs are a calming ele-

ment and parents have noticed an improvement in 

their childôs behaviour since their  dog joined them.  

The children are responding very well, showing an im-

provement in their school-work, and  families are ex-

periencing for the first time, the joy of being able to go 

out together and spending a quieter time at home with 

a generally improved atmosphere.  

Dogs for the Disabled receives no government funding, 

relying solely on donations, fund-raising and legacies.   

The partnership cost from puppyhood to the end of a 

dogôs working life is Ã18,200 with the charity buying all 

the dogôs food and paying the vetôs bills. 

From April to September, there are visitor days at the 

Banbury Centre on the first Saturday of each month ï 

it is necessary to óphone first to reserve a placeð 01295 

252600. 

We were privileged to be the first group to see the char-

ityôs new DVD which demonstrates their wonderful 

work, and there was great delight when Chloe herself 

came in to meet us at the end of the talk.                                                                                                         

Jan Waller                                                                      
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